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KsC BRIEFING 29 July 1954
CHINA COAST INCIDENTS

1. Pirst was at 0845 local time o3 23 July, when two Chinese
Communist conventional fighter planes shot down British
c-54 commercial airliner off coast of Hainan.

A. Alrliner appareatly was attacked about 30
miles south of Haioan, was ditched five
siles off southeast coast.
g. Of 1% passengers and six crewnen, eight
were picked up by U.E. amphibian from
Clark Field in Philippines.
C. Tbree U.S5. citizens (an ex-CAT pilot and
twe suall somz), seven Others, were lost.
1I. On 28 July, carrier-based 9.5, attack bombers sesrching
this genersl area clashed with Chinese conventional
fighters.
A. After photographing two Polish merchants
and an escorting Chinese gunboat about
Bix miles off Haianmn, our planes were
pursued by two 1.A-S's and attacked atl
poiat sbout 15 miles off Hainan.
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B. Our planes downed one of Chinese planes at
that polut, while other was pursued and shot
down in coastal waters.
III. Attack on British sirliper 28 July was first appearance

of Chinese Communist tactical sireraft in Hainan aren.

A. Plsnes apparestly from newly-activated
ualnlacd base at Suichi, on Leichou penin-
sula, but could also have staged Ifrow
iaferior fields on Hainaa.

B, Seichi, one of China's largest f&ciiltieﬁ,
has runway of 2,000 to 10,000 feet, which
11 paved would be ideal for jet patrols in
South China watera.

C. BHalnan iss three fields, all in poor con~
dition but suitable for propeller fighters
ia emergencies~-one in north at Hoibow,

two in south at Sanys and Polo.
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1v. sttack on British sirlimer,  2°X
both sesm related to desire protect Bloc shipplasg en route
China.
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A. Since 23 June, when ZJoviet tankey Tuapse Was
seized by Chinese ¥ationalist forces about
100 miles south of Yormosa, sot one Bloc
merchant vessel with strategic carge fron
EZurope has tried to procsed to China port
porth of Formosa.

B. Shipping bound to Sputh China port of ¥hampoa
since 10 July now totals at ljeanst eight ves—
sels, iwcluding two soviet tankers, twd
Pelish frelghters.

C. This dﬁ!laetsan az Blsn shippl
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hurt Pei;iaz, as nnrnally 30,000 tﬁns of

Mt S s,

i

stritaﬁic»cnrgnwtrou Europe are delivered

e -m..-.cé,‘t it

each month for use in North China and

Banchuria.
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Concern over safety of shipping, following Tuapse incident,
elearly displayed in Chimese Communist propagands this
wonth and in Peiping’s notes to U.X. and U.5. on recent
iscidents.

A&, Simee § July, one of main charges im greatly
intensifled Peiping propagands on Forwosa has
been that U.S. is supporting Nationmelists in
acte of piracy against merchant vessels,

B. Peiping's unprecedented apology to U.E.,
elaiming aivliner mistaken for Wationalist
airersft, cites Natiomalist “piratical

interception and robbery of merchant vessels.™
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¢. Peipinz's protest to U.8. on 2¢€ July clash
alleges U.3. "strafing” of Polish merchant
ships, also U.5, support of Nationalists in
iaterception and roblery of “"merchant ships
of verious nations zailing to Chima for trade.”

¥i. Chinese protest of 28 July waras U.S, to cease "such acis
ef ageression” or "suffer the comsequences.”

&, Chipese Communists now providing both alr
and naval protection for Orbit merchant
vessels in South China waters, may force
issue by attempting escort vessels through
Pormosa Strait to North Chipa ports.

B, Chipese Communists could conduct co~ordinated
assault ov Nationalist-held offshore islands
as blow to U.Z, prestige.

€. Communist strength iu East China more than
sufficient to take Tachen or Matsa Island
greups (2900 to 25-3C FNorth) at any time.

P, Purther possibility iz for Chinese Communist

air attacks on Formoss,
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